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Determining fish age 1s fundamental 1n growth studies which is useful for analysing population dynamics. Establishing appropriate aging procedures and growth models are important
steps for estimating reliable growth curves and for developing proper stock assessments measures (Chang et al. 2022)

Sparidea species are valuable fisheries resource of semi-pelagic ecosystems with high commercial value. Amongst all species of this family, Boops boops is one of the main target fish in
the commercial catches in the Algerian coast targeted by artisanal fisheries.

The aim of this study was to estimate age, growth and mortalities of Boops boops in the central Algerian coast

Otolith analysis and age validation

The age-length key obtained by direct reading of otoliths shows six age groups for
both sexes separately and seven for the entire population.

Study area

A total of 2378 individuals of B. boops were monthly
sampled between December 2013 and June 2015, from
commerclal fisheries on the central Algerian coast .
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63% of fish stocks are exploited due to strong overfishing and anthropogenic
pressures that affect this species, leading to the decline of its stock i1f no
management strategies are implemented. However, the application of rational

K management measures to avold a possible collapse 1s necessary on the central
Algerian coast to ensure available stocks 1in the future

The Pauly equation for estimating the tO
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