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1. Introduction

The environmental attitudes of people occupy the
research community and researchers from various fields
study people's environmental attitudes, using various tools
such as scales. The New Environmental Paradigm Scale
(NEP) is a widely used measure of environmental concern
[1,2]. The aim of the study is to better understand the
environmental attitude of people, using the NEP scale,
continuing the research in this area (3-12)

2. Methodology

The sampling method used was simple random sampling
and the data were collected using a structured
questionnaire. The survey was conducted in November
2020 in Greece. The questionnaire consists of two
sections. The first section includes the NEP scale (15
questions,, ranging from 1 to 5: 1: strongly agree and 5:
strongly disagree). The second part records the socio-
demographic data of the respondents. Totally, 1,689 valid
questionnaires were collected. Data analyzed using
descriptive statistics and chi-square (x2) test to reveal
correlations between the answers and the socio-
demographic characteristics of the sample.

4. Conclusions

The environmental attitude of the citizens of Greece was investigated, in order to understand the way they feel, think and act in relation to the environment, using the NEP scale. In conclusion, we could say that Greek citizens show
a high environmental concern, both for the current state of nature and for the future. It is worth noting that citizens living outside the Athens region are more sensitive to the environment and are more concerned about the negative
effects of human intervention on the environment. This may be due to the fact that the Greek province is not as densely populated as the capital, the natural environment dominates and the citizens experience more directly the
destructive effects of human intervention and the degradation of the natural environment.
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3. Results and Discussion
The results of descriptive analysis and the effect of socio-demographic characteristics
on NEP show that almost four in five respondents agree that:

humans are severely abusing the environment (81.5%),

plants and animals have as much rights as humans to exist (87.2%). Females, people
with higher education and those living outside Athens region, the capital of Greece, agree
more with this option,

when humans interfere with nature, disastrous consequences are often occur (81.8%).
Females agree more with this opinion,

the earth has plenty of natural resources, if we just learn how to develop them (84.4%),
if things continue on their present course, we will soon experience a major ecological
catastrophe (80.5%). Females, people with higher incomes (>15,000€) and those living
outside Athens region agree more.

Furthermore, almost two in three of respondents:

agree that, despite our special abilities, humans are still subject to the laws of nature
(75.9%). Older people (>40 years old), people with higher education, people with higher
income (>15,000€) and people with left political attitude agree more,

disagree with the opinion that humans were mean into rule over the rest of nature
(78.2). Younger people (<40 years old), people without children and people with higher
education disagree more,

agree that the balance of nature is very delicate and easily upset (77.2%). People with
children and those who live outside Athens region agree more.
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In addition, the results show that almost half of respondents:
believe that we are approaching the limit of the number of people that
the earth can support (55.4%),

» disagree that the balance of nature is strong enough to cope with the
impacts of modern industrial nations (55.3%). People with higher
education disagree more,

» disagree that the so-called "economic crisis" facing humankind has been
greatly exaggerated (50.2%). Respondents with higher education
disagree more.

Finally, the results show that almost two in five respondents:

» agree that the Earth is like a spaceship with very limited room and
resources (44.0%). Married, people with children and people with
higher education agree more,

» disagree that humans have the right to modify the natural environment
to suit their needs (40.8%),

*  believe that human ingenuity will ensure that we do not make the earth
unliveable (42.3%). Unmarried and people with lower education do not
agree with this opinion,

* agree that humans will eventually learn enough about how nature
works to be able to control it (42%). Unmarried and people with left
political attitude do not agree with this opinion.
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