
The energy transition toward clean forms of energy is an urgent
necessity due to the climate crisis, the depletion of natural
resources, and the pursuit of energy independence. Renewable
Energy Sources (RES), such as solar and wind power, shape the
new sustainable energy model, though they are accompanied by
technical, economic, and social challenges. Social acceptance
emerges as a key factor for the success of RES projects,
influenced by public awareness, trust in institutions, and citizen
participation in decision-making processes [1,2,3,4]. In Greece, the
generally positive attitude toward RES coexists with reactions,
especially concerning wind energy projects. This study attempts to
investigate the perceptions and attitudes of the residents of Athens
towards RES.
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Regarding the benefits of RES, solar energy emerges
as the most widely accepted form of renewable energy
(Fig. 3), a fact attributed to its widespread use and the
public’s familiarity with small-scale domestic
applications (e.g., rooftop photovoltaic systems). In
contrast, wind energy is viewed with greater caution,
mainly due to perceptions of its environmental and
visual impacts on the landscape.

Social acceptance of RES in Athens is generally positive but

is significantly influenced by information availability, trust in

institutions, and the type of renewable source. The lack of

trust in the state and institutions emerges as a key barrier to

broader acceptance and support of RES projects.

Strengthening transparency, citizen participation, and local

benefits are identified as essential prerequisites for

enhancing social acceptance in the future.
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Α high level of environmental awareness was observed among the
sample, which is mainly informed through the internet and social
media. This awareness corresponds to a generally positive
attitude toward RES and the phasing out of lignite. Specifically,
approximately 65% agree that more funds should be invested in
the development of RES (Fig. 1), and 60% agree with the
reduction of lignite use.

However, this awareness does not translate into managing RES.

Many participants believe that the legal framework for RES is

either not properly enforced or is insufficient to protect the

environment. Moreover, the prevailing perception (Fig. 2) is that

RES projects are implemented primarily for investor profitability

rather than for the public interest and environmental protection.
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